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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 

BUCKEYE HILLS REGIONAL COUNCIL – 50 YEARS AND COUNTING 

The Buckeye Hills Regional Council (BHRC) region encompasses eight counties in southeast Ohio, 
including Athens, Hocking, Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Perry and Washington. This region is 
populated by approximately 260,000 residents and spans 3,695 square miles.  A voluntary 
organization of local government political subdivisions, Buckeye Hills secures resources to translate 
ideas into action. Buckeye Hills Regional Council helps local communities work cooperatively to 
improve the lives of residents across the region. 

Whether reaching out to the region’s aging in need of in-home assistance, providing communities with 
planning support, or serving as advocates at the state and national level, the professional staff at 
Buckeye Hills serve with dedication and compassion. 

Since its inception, Buckeye Hills has secured over $ 1 billion for education, health care, infrastructure, 
training and social services programs in the region. 

Buckeye Hills assists communities in identifying urgent needs and securing public resources to 
address those needs, thereby improving the overall quality of life for residents. The staff often acts as 
‘adjunct staff’ for communities in the district by providing technical assistance, grant writing, and 
project administration activities, among other services. 

VISION STATEMENT 

The effective utilization of public and private resources for an improved quality of life for our 
constituents. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Buckeye Hills will improve the socioeconomic conditions of the region by promoting the interests and 
needs of our constituents to persons and agencies empowered to create positive change. 

 

 

 

 

 



BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
RTPO PROGRAM BACKGROUND 

Buckeye Hills Regional Council participates in the Regional Transportation Planning Organization 
(RTPO) program, in partnership with the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT). In 
establishing the RTPO program, ODOT has recognized five rural multi- county planning agencies 
as Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs).  Following the successful completion of a 
two-year pilot program, Ohio Governor John Kasich recognized Buckeye Hills and the four other RTPO 
partners via official state designation on January 27, 2016.  

The goal of this program is to expand transportation planning activities in Ohio, giving local parties 
greater input on projects and issues related to transportation in their respective regions. During this 
program, ODOT and Ohio Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) have assisted the rural regions 
in developing comprehensive regional transportation plans while building overall transportation 
planning expertise. 

The transportation planning boundaries in which Buckeye Hills conducts transportation planning 
processes includes Athens, Hocking, Meigs, Morgan, Monroe, Noble, Perry, and Washington counties 
(except Belpre, Dunham, Fearing, Marietta, Muskingum, Newport, and Warren Townships). 
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Buckeye Hills completed and adopted a regional transportation plan called Long-Range 
Transportation Plan in June 2015. The Long-Range Transportation Plan captures a wide variety of 
condition and analysis information regarding transportation assets and entities in the region. The 
analysis included sections on goals and objectives, existing conditions, future conditions, needs 
analysis, and general plan recommendations. A summary of the goals and objectives, regional trends, 
and plan recommendations is included below. To review the complete Long-Range Plan, please visit 
our website at www.buckeyehills.org.  

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

Buckeye Hills staff worked closely with the Transportation Committee, local public officials, and 
residents of the region to craft a series of goals that took into consideration the results of the analysis 
activities, was cognizant of public input, and consistent with MAP-21, and subsequently FAST Act 
objectives.  

 

 

GOAL OBJECTIVE DESCRIPTION

#1
Maintain and Preserve the Region's 

Transportation Systems
Identify deficiencies and recommend improvements; Improve and maximize the life of systems; 

Increase public education opportunities; Encourage tow-way reporting

#2 Enhance Transportation System Safety Reduce collisions; Advocate safety measures; Improve driver awareness education

#3
Strengthen the Region's Economic 

Vitatlity
Connecttransporation systmes with econmic assets; Strenthenglobal competiteveness, prodcutiviyt, 

and efficiency; Increase investment in freight, road, rail, and maritime projects

#4
Environmental Sustainability in 

Transportation Planning
Promote use of alternative modes; Develop and utilize bike and pedestrian facilities; Avooid 

unnecessary impacts

#5
Increase Mobility and Accessibility 

Opportunities
Encourage options for moving people and goods; Increase acces to public trasnportation options; 

Establish additionsl public transportation assets

#6
Enhance Coordination and Connectivity 

of Transportation Systems
Ensure regional core systems connect facilities, economic assets, and Ohio's varied trasnportation 

networks; Strenthen intermodal links; Coordinate outreach and communications

Buckeye Hills RTPO LRTP Goals and Objectives



COMPLIANCE 
 

This document refers to Federal and State Regulations for public participation in the transportation 
planning process.  These Regulations and State laws include, but are not limited to: 

• FIXING AMERICAN’S SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT (FAST ACT) 

• THE OHIO PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

• TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT 

• ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

• ADA COMPLIANCE 

More information on each of these regulations can be found in the Appendix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

This Public Participation Plan will serve as a script to allow all interested parties, including citizens 
and representatives in the transportation industry, to become involved in the transportation 
planning process. Interested parties may include major stakeholders, public transportation groups, 
civic groups, transportation providers, minorities, and people with disabilities.   

Maintaining an open and flexible public participation process promotes collaboration between all 
parties and assures no stakeholder is left out.  The activities described in this document will produce 
a lasting contribution to the well-being of our neighborhoods, cities, counties, and the region. 

OBJECTIVES 
1. Ensure that stakeholders are identified and given the opportunity to 

become part of Buckeye Hills’ transportation planning process through 
a variety of methods. 

2. Utilize available media outlets, particularly social media, for wide 
circulation of public meeting notices, plan documents, and publication 
availability, to provide notice of public comment periods as well as any 
other timely information regarding the transportation planning process.  

3. Provide transparency of all information gathered and developed 
during the transportation planning process. 

4. Allow the public to get involved early and continually during all stages 
of transportation planning. 

Public involvement is the opportunity for the pubic to positively influence transportation decisions.  
Buckeye Hills is committed to reaching out and engaging as many stakeholders in the decision-
making process. Historically, Buckeye Hills has built coalitions for the betterment of the entire 
region. Transportation decision making is no different.   We will continue to work with all 
stakeholders – including elected officials, business owners, diverse groups, and the general 
public. 

Information regarding the transportation program will also be disseminated using other forms of 
communication including public meetings, conference calls, webinars, one-on-one presentations, 
newsletters, flyers, agency websites, as well as social media outlets. 

Advocacy groups and other regional partners may be utilized to help engage their respective 
constituencies in the RTPO planning process.   

 



PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

Local participation is critical to the success of this program and is at the center of the program as 
offered by ODOT. The Buckeye Hills Executive Committee serves as the RTPO Policy Committee. The 
Executive Committee is made up of public officials, private business representatives, and engaged 
citizens from across the region. The Policy Committee is charged with taking official action on all 
RTPO documents, policies, and other activities which require signatory approval.  

A Transportation Committee was formed to advise the Executive Committee on items related to 
transportation.  The Transportation Committee is made up of individuals representing communities 
and organizations within the district that have an expressed interest in transportation matters 
facing the region. This committee includes representatives from neighborhood organizations, clubs 
and outdoor organizations, special interest groups, environmental groups, as well as individuals 
with specific transportation related expertise or professional experience. To provide further 
assistance, one sub-committee was formed to provide assistance on technical or engineering 
related matters to the Transportation Committee. The Technical Advisory Sub-Committee is made 
up of county engineers, city engineers, and other individuals with specific technical expertise or 
professional experience related to transportation matters. 

PUBLIC NOTICES 

All notices requesting public comment will be published at least ten (10) calendar days prior to the 
meeting date or end of the comment period.  Additionally, all notices will include dates, times and 
locations of meetings or if no meeting is required - addresses and other information where 
documents will be available for review or comments. 

During the comment period, documents will be available at the Buckeye Hills Regional Council 
office, located at 1400 Pike Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750 and electronic copies will be located on the 
Buckeye Hills website (www.buckeyehills.org).  Comments may be submitted by electronic, U.S., or 
voice mail.  All comments should be addressed to the Transportation Planning Coordinator. 

The Buckeye Hills website offers an easily identifiable place for public comment on BHRC items 
relating to transportation.  When the public is invited to comment on the planning process, BHRC 
will use the website as a tool to allow for comment and collection of input.   

http://www.buckeyehills.org/
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TRANSPARENCY OF INFORMATION 

All documents, plans, maps, tables, comments and other information gathered or created as part 
of the RTPO Program are available for public review upon request. All requests for copies or 
duplication of materials must be provided in writing and must refer to information that is already 
in existence. Requests should be addressed to the Buckeye Hills Transportation Planning 
Coordinator. Buckeye Hills staff may require up to 10 business days to respond to any request. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 

All public meetings will be free and open to the public. A sign-in sheet will be provided to allow 
participants leave their name and contact information in order to facilitate communication between 
themselves and Buckeye Hills staff. Attendees at public meetings will be given opportunities to 
provide comments directly, in writing, or through interactive methods such as the completion of 
surveys, viewing and editing of maps, and any other method deemed effective by Buckeye Hills 
staff. Handouts and other materials may be provided if necessary. If the meeting is formal or if time 
is limited, participants who wish to speak may be time limited as necessary to ensure that all 
stakeholders have the opportunity to comment on plans or documentation. Buckeye Hills will 
continue to encourage municipalities and state agencies to coordinate their outreach activities, 
when possible, with relevant Buckeye Hills meetings to consolidate and enhance public outreach 
opportunities. 

The Transportation Committee will meet a minimum of four (4) times per year and all regular 
meetings will be held at the Buckeye Hills Regional Council offices in Marietta, OH.  Special or 
additional meetings can be held as necessary, at the request of committee members, or at the behest 
of the Buckeye Hills Executive Committee. Notification of additional meetings will be published and 
provided 10 days prior to the meeting date.  

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Buckeye Hills will utilize social media outlets – including Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter – to 
inform the public of meeting notices, press releases, and distribution of RTPO information.  Links to 
all Buckeye Hills Regional Council social media can be found on the Buckeye Hills website at 
www.buckeyehills.org.  

http://www.buckeyehills.org/


PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

DATA REQUESTS 

In order to advance public involvement activities while also using limited staff resources efficiently, 
Buckeye Hills will make information available to interested parties on a regular basis through the 
various processes and activities outlined in this Public Participation Plan and Appendices. When 
Buckeye Hills receives special requests for an analysis that is not considered part of the planning 
process, or other special data or information, the agency will determine the reasonableness of the 
request. This determination will consider factors such as the preparation time and costs to respond 
to such a request, the relevancy to the transportation planning process and the agency mission. 
Such requests will be considered on an individual basis. All requests shall identify or describe the 
records sought with sufficient specificity to enable Buckeye Hills to ascertain what is being 
requested. All requests shall include the name and address to which Buckeye Hills should address 
its response. 
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FIXING AMERICAN’S SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT (FAST ACT) 

On December 4, 2015, the Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act, or "FAST Act” was signed into 
law. Continuing on prior legislation (MAP-21, SAFETEA-LU and previous), the FAST Act requires the 
regional transportation planning process comply with the statutory language for public participation 
in regional planning.  It states all planning organizations shall provide citizens, affected public 
agencies, representatives of public transportation employees, freight shippers, providers of freight 
transportation services, private providers of transportation, representatives of users of public 
transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, 
representatives of the disabled, and other interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to 
comment on the transportation plan.   

THE OHIO PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

The Ohio Public Records Act, commonly known as the Sunshine Law, is based on the United States’ 
historical principle that the records of government are “the people’s records.” The Public Records 
Act provides citizens with steps to take in order to request records from any public office in Ohio 
while protecting specific types of records from release. This act also establishes a legal process 
to enforce compliance when a requester feels that a public office has failed to satisfy its public 
records obligations. (O.R.C. Chapter 149.) 

In order to foster open, transparent and accountable government, citizens have the following 
rights under Ohio’s Open Records Law: 

• The right to request public records without providing your name or the reason for your 
request. 

• The right to make a public records request orally or in writing. 

• The right to promptly inspect public records, while allowing the office in 
question a “reasonable” amount of time to retrieve, review and redact the 
requested  records. 

• The right to receive copies of public records at cost. 

• The right to get copies of public records on paper, on the medium on which they are 
kept or on any other medium you request (a compact disc, for example), if the keeper 
of the records determines that can be done reasonably as part of normal operations. 

• The right to an explanation if any part of your public records request is denied. 

• The right to revise a request that the recipient determined was overly broad or 
ambiguous with the help of that public office. 

• The right to have redactions from public records made plainly visible and to 
be notified of the redactions. 
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• The right to file a lawsuit against a public office that fails to comply with the Ohio Public 
Records Act. 

• The right to recover court costs, reasonable attorney fees and damages if you win a 
Public Records Act lawsuit. 

All aspects of the Ohio Public Records Act will be observed and enforced during the 
completion of RTPO activities undertaken by Buckeye Hills, its staff, and any parties 
contractually obligated to Buckeye Hills during the project period. 

TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 protects individuals from discrimination on the basis of 
their race, color, or national origin by government agencies and programs that receive federal 
financial assistance. 

There are many forms of illegal discrimination based on race, color, or national origin that can 
limit the opportunity of minorities to gain equal access to services and programs. 

For example, in operating a federally assisted program, a recipient cannot, on the basis of race, 
color, or national origin, either directly or through contractual means: 

“No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity 
receiving federal financial assistance.” 

• Deny program services, aids, or benefits; 

• Provide a different service, aid, or benefit, or provide them in a manner different than 
they are provided to others; 

• Segregate or separately treat individuals in any matter related to the receipt of 
any services, aid, or benefit. 

All aspects of the Civil Rights Act will be observed and enforced during the completion of RTPO 
activities undertaken by Buckeye Hills, its staff, and any parties contractually obligated to 
Buckeye Hills during the project period. 

 

Buckeye Hills Title VI plan document can be found on the Buckeye Hills website 
www.buckeyehills.org 

 

 

http://www.buckeyehills.org/
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ADA COMPLIANCE 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 is a civil rights statute which prohibits discrimination 
against people with disabilities in all aspects of life. The ADA requires federally assisted programs to be 
accessible to people with disabilities of all types. All RTPO public meetings conducted by Buckeye Hills 
will be held at locations with accessible facilities in order to accommodate people with mobility 
limitations.  Special accommodations will be made to ensure that individuals with communicative 
disabilities can participate in meetings. Buckeye Hills asks that requests for special communications 
accommodations are made one week prior to the scheduled meeting time in order to allow for any 
necessary arrangements to me made. 

All aspects of the Americans with Disabilities Act will be observed and enforced during the completion 
of RTPO activities undertaken by Buckeye Hills, its staff, and any parties contractually obligated to 
Buckeye Hills during the project period. 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

"Each Federal agency shall make achieving environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and 
addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects 
of its programs, policies, and activities on minority populations and low-income populations." 

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations, 1994. 

Public participation in the Buckeye Hills RTPO program will also take into consideration 
Presidential Executive Order 12898 regarding Environmental Justice.  This order ensures the fair 
treatment and meaningful involvement of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with 
respect to development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, 
programs, and policies.  Fair treatment means that no racial, ethnic or socioeconomic group 
should bear a disproportionate share of the negative environmental consequences resulting 
from the operation of industrial, municipal, and commercial enterprises and from the 
execution of federal, state, local, and tribal; programs and policies. These negative 
consequences can include, but are not limited to: 

• Bodily impairment, infirmity, illness, or death; 

• Air, noise, and water pollution; 
• Soil  contamination;  
• Destruction or disruption of man-made or natural resources; 

• Destruction or diminution of aesthetic values; 

• Destruction or disruption of community cohesion or a community's economic vitality; 

• Displacement of persons, businesses, farms, or nonprofit organizations; 

• Adverse employment effects. 
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Buckeye Hills views Environmental Justice compliance as more than a set of legal and 
regulatory obligations. Properly implemented environmental justice principles and 
procedures improve all levels of transportation decision making. During the completion of 
RTPO activities, Buckeye Hills will: 

• Support transportation decisions that meet the needs of all people. 

• Design transportation facilities that fit harmoniously into existing communities. 

• Strengthen community-based partnerships in order to provide all populations 
with opportunities to learn about and improve the quality of transportation in 
their lives. 

• Partner with other public and private programs to leverage transportation related 
resources to achieve a common vision for communities. 

• Avoid disproportionately high and adverse impacts on minority and low- income 
populations. 

• Minimize and/ or mitigate unavoidable impacts by identifying concerns early in the 
planning phase and providing offsetting initiatives and enhancement measures to 
benefit affected communities and neighborhoods. 

• Whenever possible, public meetings will be held in locations convenient to low-
income and minority populations and that are accessible to people with 
disabilities. These locations may include public libraries, schools, community 
centers, and churches. Agencies and organizations that represent these 
populations will be given adequate notice of public meetings taking place in their 
local areas. 

 

Within Environmental Justice, Buckeye Hills is required to take into consideration three 
factoring groups – minority populations, populations over age 65, and low-income 
populations.  

 

NOTE: 

This report was funded in part through grant[s] from the Federal Highway Administration [and Federal Transit 
Administration], U.S. Department of Transportation and the Ohio Department of Transportation. The views and opinions of 
the authors [Buckeye Hills Regional Council] expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the U. S. 
Department of Transportation or the Ohio Department of Transportation. 
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